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APPLICATIONS OF RAPID MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGIES IN MOULD MAKING

Zhou Zhimin

( School of Mechanical Engineering, Dalian University of Technology, Dalian 116023, China)

Li Xiaoyan
( Dalian University, Dalian 116622, China)

ABSTRACT The applications of rapid manufacturing technologies such as virtual rapid prototype manufacturing, rapid prototype

manufacturing and rapid tooling manufacturing in mould making are summarized. The production period is shortened, cost is reduced,

and product quality is improved by using these advanced manufacturing technologies. The applications of these technologies can adapt

to the new change of mould market, and become the developing direction of mould manufacturing technologies.

KEYWORDS mould making, virtual rapid prototype manufacturing, rapid prototype manufacturing, rapid tooling manufacturing
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